
  
 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S PRATTLE 
 

Happy New Year to you all and I hope that 2012 will 

be a happy and prosperous one for you and your 

family. 

 

I can’t believe how quickly the last couple of months 

have gone and we are now into a new year for Probus. 

 

Our meeting on 2
nd

 March will be our Annual General 

Meeting and once again I am asking you to consider 

standing for the committee.  As mentioned last month 

the Executive (President, Vice President, Secretary and 

Treasurer) and the committee members have to stand 

down and a number of them will not be standing again. 

Our Club is such a great Club and it would be shame 

not to see a strong and vibrant committee guiding our 

Club in 2012.  

 

Please note:  For any information you would like 

included in the newsletter my new email address is: 

bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

I look forward to seeing you all on Friday. 

 

Dorothy 

 

 

GUEST SPEAKER this month will be Patricia 

Pope who will be speaking about her ‘hearing’ dog, 

Henry.  Of course she will be bring Henry along. 

  

MEMBERSHIP:  Members need to attend 50% of 

meetings.  When signing the attendance sheet please 

do not write “Apology” for a member who may be 

absent – they are to notify the secretary either by 

email or telephone. 

 

MEMBER CONTACT INFORMATION 
Please advise Maurien of any contact information 

which includes changes in email address and phone 

numbers secretary@narellancombinedprobus.org.au 

 

NAME TAGS:  Members are reminded to wear 

badges to meetings and tours. 

 

NEWSLETTERS  
Deadline for the Newsletter is the Friday before the 

meeting. Please send via email bfogarty@clrv.org.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OFFICE BEARERS & COMMITTEE  

MEMBERS 

 
PRESIDENT Dorothy Fogarty  46224669 

V. PRESIDENT Robert Bee  46474335 

SECRETARY Maurien McNevin 96034819 

TREASURER Peter O’Loughlin 46212090 

EX-OFFICIO Phil Humphreys  96034819 

TOURS  Peter O’Loughlin  46212090 

NEWSLETTER Dorothy Fogarty  46224669 

WEBMASTER Sue Kijurina  46470912 

WELFARE Sheila McAtamney 46268641 

HISTORIAN Malcolm Smith  46552159 

ROTARY   

  LIAISON Malcolm McKenzie 46551622 

GUEST  

  SPEAKER    Joyce Reilly  46511431 

COMMITTEE Roslyn Hodgins  46257759

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

HOSPITALITY Ros Williams, Lorraine 

  Ball and Carolyn Cahill 

 

 

 

   INTEREST GROUP COORDINATORS 
 

Art Appreciation Francoise Kirkland 46266428 

Book Club Patricia Cranfield  46559478 

Cards  Jeanette Jackson   46479986 

Card Making Marion Bee  46474335 

Craft  Mary Michel  46512465 

Gardening Sue Kijurina             46470912 

Golf & Bowls Paul Hay  46554437 

Photography Ros Hodgins  46257759 

Theatre/Shows Joyce Reilly  46511431 

Travel Tales Kathy & Mal Smith 46552159 

Walking Group, Restaurant Group - 

  Margaret Rubesa  46554437 

 

 

 

HAPPY 21
st
 BIRTHDAY: 

January:  Jim Burke, Dorothy Fogarty, Helen 

Gilchrist, Toni Jones, Pauline Llewellyn, Gloria 

Meredith, Jean Mossman, Pat Scott, John Sullivan, Joy 

Tracey, Heather Ware 

 

February:  Phil Humphreys, Jeanette Jackson, David 

Llewellyn, Margaret Smith, Peggy Sullivan 
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WELFARE: 
Helen Gilchrist:  Helen is making progress slowly but 

surely and thanks everyone for all their good wishes. 

 

 

A PROFILE – Joyce Reilly 
 

I was born during WW2 in Wollongong, the youngest 

of 3.  My great grandparents came from Scotland, 

England and Mauritius in the late 1880’s.  My 

grandparents from Joadja, Goulburn, Euroa and 

Northern Rivers, however all settled in Wollongong. 

 

My working life started in Pharmacies, better known in 

those days at the “Chemist”.  I then moved into 

administration.  I enjoyed bookkeeping, business 

principles and typing at school which held me in good 

stead for my future life.  I married in 1960 and have 3 

children, although at 51, 48 and 44, I can hardly call 

them children.  I have 8 grandchildren 29 to 11 years 

and 2 great grandsons.  Over the years we moved quite 

a lot due to my husband’s Army and Marine 

Engineering career.  We lived in Lane Cove, Coogee 

and Randwick, that is the kids and I did as he was 

away most of the time in Vietnam and New Guinea.  

We also lived in Wollongong several times, Newcastle 

and Dampier WA.  We really enjoyed our 4 years in 

Dampier, it was relatively the new frontier, the 

bitumen road ran out at Carnarvan and the last 600 

kms was dirt.  There was no TV but we had an open air 

theatre.  The town of Karratha was just starting and 

only had about 2 houses, although it’s quite large now. 

 

We decided in 1977 to start our own business so we 

moved to Narellan and Narellan Truck Wheel Align 

Pty Ltd was born, also called Truck Align & Safe T 

Steer Products.  We chose this area as it had a very 

high rate of trucks and was near main highways.  We 

bought a property in Campbell Street which had a 

small fibro home, but was classified industrial.  We 

then built our 1
st
 workshop next door.  We lived in the 

small home for a few years until it had to go to mke 

room for our business/workshop expansion.  We then 

moved to Cobbitty where I still live. 

 

My initial office was very small and I had my portable 

typewriter my parents gave me when I was 14.  The 

office and staff numbers certainly grew over the years 

as did the office equipment, first electric typewriter 

and then the age of computers, printers, faxes, 

scanners, copiers etc.  We expanded to have 8 

workshops, 1 in Wollongong, 6 in various areas of 

Sydney, specializing in total alignment and front end 

repairs for trucks, 4wds and cars, and Narellan 

remained the head office as well as parts/equipments 

sales section.  We had many patents for our inventions.  

Another of our ventures was building The Narellan 

Mini Storage which I managed from my Narellan 

office.  It was the first mini storage in Narellan.  I 

spent many weekends cleaning out units when people  

just did not come back for their goods, usually after 

not paying either.  We built the Aussie Battler monster 

truck, which we carried as a wide load on our 

Mercedes truck to various events, crushing cars for the 

crowds.  I had a stand selling Aussie Battler T shirts, 

hats and posters.  We had a lot of fun with this. 

 

Although selling most of the business 6 years ago, our 

family company still sells some equipment/parts.  We 

attended many conferences and exhibited at trade 

shows both nationally and internationally to market the 

business, winning numerous awards for innovation.  

We won the Business Enterprise Award and went to 

Germany to attend and exhibit at the largest 

automotive trade show in the world “Automechanika”. 

 

After working full time managing our business 

interests for over 30 years, I really enjoy retirement 

and since joining the Probus Club of Narellan, I have 

made many delightful new friends, and have a new 

lease on life.  I enjoy travel and have travelled 

extensively over the years, both in Australia and 

overseas, however I still have a bucket list of places I 

want to go.  I have enjoyed travelling with a few 

Probus members to Europe and also Canada/Alaska.  I 

go to the USA each year to see my 2 granddaughters.  I 

also enjoy movies, theatre, shows, knitting, crochet, 

reading, TV and spending time with my family  I have 

certainly seen Narellan grow in the last 35 years from a  

small suburb of Camden to the substantial town it is 

today. 

 

 

INTEREST GROUPS: 
 

Art Appreciation – Francoise Kirkland  
Due to  the trouble Dorothy is having with her 

computer we are unable to show some of our 

members’ paintings – hopefully, next month. 

 

Book Club – Pat Cranfield 

We began our first meeting of the year on Monday 16
th
 

with a discussion of our holiday reading.  

Recommendations were noted, and some exchanges 

and loans made.  It is always interesting to try a book 

that someone else had enjoyed. 

 

There will be no meeting in February due to the 

Tasmanian trip.  The next meeting will be 19
th
 March. 

 

Cards – Jeanette Jackson / Ken Starkey  

Because of our Club‘s Tasmania Tour this month there 

will be no Cards Night for February.  The next Cards 

Night will be on Friday, 30
th
 March at the Glen Alpine 

Casino commencing at 7.30pm. 

 

Card Making – Marion Bee 

It seems a long time since we have made anything but 

Christmas cards, so our meeting this month will be a 

chance to replenish our supplies of birthday cards.  We 



will meet on Tuesday, 6
th
 February with some ideas for 

female cards and a way to use scraps to create a card 

suitable for either gender. 

 

 

Craft – Mary Michel 

Our craft meeting will start on 7
th
 March at 1.30pm as 

some of us are on the Tasmanian trip.  Our craft will 

be held on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Wednesday of each month 

this year. 

 

Hope you saved your Christmas cards to give to me at 

the February meeting. 

 

 

Gardening – Sue Kijurina 

Our Gardening Group met at Sue’s home on Friday, 

27
th
 January for a cuppa and catch up.  You guessed it 

– it rained again but that didn’t worry us at all this 

time.  We won’t have a gardening day in February 

because of the trip to Tasmania, but we are planning to 

go to Red Cow Farm on 23
rd

 March.  4 days out of 11 

were cancelled last year and for another we took the 

chance and it poured, so, hopefully, we will have better 

odds this year.  The 2012 gardening Calendar is up on 

the website and you are welcome to join us for any 

meeting. 

 

 

Photography – Ros Hodgins 

Our last meeting for the year was spent enjoying the 

delicious appetisers Di and Clarice provided for our 

Christmas gathering.  We then went to Ribs and Rump 

for a meal and drinks.  Thanks to all members for a 

great year. 

 

Our first meeting for 2012 will be on 9
th
 March at the 

Activity Centre 10.00am where  we will look at our 

plans for the year and Sue will be giving us a talk on 

using the web for setting up and ordering the printing 

of your calendars (do not forget to take a photo for 

each month.)  

Happy Snapping 

 

 

Lawn Bowls/Golf – Paul Hay 

Bowls - we meet at Camden R.S.L. on the last Tuesday 

of the month at 2.15pm for a 2.30pm start, cost is 

$10.00 per person   This will be the last game for the 

year. 

 

Social Events – Margaret Rubesa 

By all reports most people enjoyed our Christmas 

Lunch at Menangle House and we received a good 

number of compliments about the choir. 

There was a bigger rollup for dinner at Macarthur 

Tavern on New Year’s Eve than I had anticipated, and, 

once again, people seemed to enjoy their meal and the 

fireworks. 

 

I have nothing planned for February as most people 

who usually attend  my activities will be in Tasmania. 

 

Our first lunch will be on Monday, 5
th
 March at 

“Pancake on the Rocks” in Campbelltown for 

12.30pm. 

 

Our first walk will be to the Sydney Conservatorium of 

Music on Wednesday, 11
th
 April.  We will do a guided 

tour of the Conservatorium, followed by lunch – your 

choice of having lunch in the café or bring your own 

and eat in the Botanic Gardens.  After lunch we will 

listen to a free lunchtime performance.  Cost is $10.00 

per person, we will travel by train.  Pay on the day. 

 

Travel Tales – Kathy and Malcolm Smith 

Welcome back everybody.  Due to the Tasmanian 

excursion Travel Tales has been brought forward a 

week.  

 

 Don’t miss Brian Fogarty’s experiences in Antarctica 

to be held on Wednesday, 8
th
 February at Park Central 

Retirement Village at 7.30pm.  If you would like to 

come along, but are not sure where to go, please see 

Kathy or Malcolm at the next meeting.   

 

Theatre/Shows – Joyce Reilly 

 

February 2012 

Love Never Dies Wednesday, 1
st
 February 1pm, 

Capitol Theatre $61  

 

March 

Disney High School Musical 2, Campbelltown 

Theatre Group, Saturday 3
rd

 March 8pm. $22.50 – Pay 

March Meeting. 

 

A Tribute to Elvis 14
th
 March Camden Valley Inn 

7pm, this is a 2 course dinner show $36 Payment 

February meeting  

 

Annie  - Lyric Theatre – Tuesday 20
th
 March 1pm - 

$61 

 

The Delltones – Saturday 24
th
 March 8m, 

Campbelltown Catholic Club $31 – Pay February 

meeting 

 

April 

Beyond the Veil – Saturday 28
th
 April 2pm, Picton 

Theatre Group $15 – Pay March meeting. 

 

May 

John Williamson – Friday 4
th
 May 8pm, 

Campbelltown RSL $44 – Pay March meeting 

Bandstand – Thursday, 24
th
 May 11am, Casula Power 

House $15 – Pay March meeting  

 



An Officer and a Gentleman Wednesday 23
rd

 May 

1pm Lyric Theatre Star City $61 Payment by 

February meeting. 

 

June  

Nutcracker on Ice Thursday, 7
th
 June 1pm Capitol 

Theatre $49, Payment by March meeting. 

 

Payments for Shows 

As mentioned before  payment for shows will now be 

paid into a “Shows Account” in the Club’s name.  I 

will collect the payments of cheques and cash as usual 

in an envelope with your name, and show on the front.   

 

COACH TOUR 

 

The Coach trip in March is on Friday 16 to the 

Hawkesbury, an Artist Trail Tour with a guide. 

 

 

CLUB’S BOOK SWAP has been expanded to include 

DVD Movies  So now, as well as taking a book, you 

can take home a movie as well.  If you have any books 

or DVDs (no video cassettes please) you would like to 

add please do so.. All readers in the club, remember to 

take home a book and if you have any books you 

would like to add please do so. 

 
 

 

PICTON PROBUS TOUR TO EDEN 

 

Mr. Geoff Bourke of the Picton Probus Club is the  

organiser for their annual coach trip in March to Eden.   

They are short on numbers and were wondering if we  

had any members who would like to join them.  They  

are leaving on Monday 5
th
 March and return on  

Saturday 10
th
 March (6 days and 5 nights).  The 

cost is $820 per head   If you are interested contact  

Geoff  - phone 46557479, 

email geoffbourke4@bvigpond.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MONTH’S MEETING:  Fri 3 Feb 2012 

NEXT MEETING:    Fri 2 Mar 2012

      10.00am-12 Noon 

 

 
 

Disclaimer:  This newsletter is Private and 

Confidential for Probus use only and is not to be used 

for any other purpose. 

CALENDAR 
 

Weekly Events: Golf on Tuesday 

    Art on Thursdays 

2012 

Feb 3 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Feb 7 Card Making with Marion 

Feb 8 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Feb 10-27  Tour to Tasmania 

Feb 28 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Mar 2 General / AGM Meetings at Narellan 

Library 10.00am 

Mar 5 Lunch: Pancakes on the Rocks 

Mar 6 Card Making with Marion 

Mar 7 Craft with Mary 

Mar 9 Photography with Ros 

Mar 16 Coach Trip: Hawkesbury, an Artist Trail  

Mar 19 Book Club with Pat 

Mar 21 Craft with Mary 

Mar 21 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Mar 23 Gardening with Sue 

Mar 27 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Mar 30 Photography with Ros 

Mar 30 Cards  

Apr 3 Card Making with Marion 

Apr 4 Craft with Mary 

Apr 6 Good Friday 

Apr 11 Tour of Conservatorium of Music 

Apr 13 Meeting at Narellan Library 10.00am 

Apr 18 Craft with Mary 

Apr 18 Travel Tales at Park Central 7.30pm 

Apr 20 Tour:  Riverboat Postman 

Apr 24 Bowls at Camden RSL 2.30pm 

Apr 27 Gardening with Sue 

Apr 27 Cards 

 

 

 

Some jokes courtesy of Bob Warner via Peter O: 

 

How do they serve alcoholic drinks on Italian cruise 

ships?  On the rocks 

 

What vegetables do you get with dinner on Italian 

cruise ships?  Leeks 

 

What’s the fastest way to get off an Italian cruise ship?   

Follow the captain 

 

When the captain of the ill fated Costa Concordia was 

asked if he knew where he was going he replied “off 

course” 
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